I feel happy in congratulating you on the completion of your collegiate course, and in expressing to you the high satisfaction which I feel, in common with other members of the examining committee, at the very creditable manner in which you have earned your degree.
Neither the duty nor the pleasure of addressing you on this occasion, was originally assigned to me, nor does it belong to my particular office, but permission having been granted to me, I ask your particular indulgence, while I make a few remarks on the subject of dental education, as connected with dental and medical colleges. I am led to do this in vindication of my own course, and that of the institution from which you now graduate; and also as an act of justice to your professors?to the former graduates, and to the gentlemen of the examining committee. These latter gentlemen have been appointed, from year to year, to bear testimony to the professional practice and principles taught in this institution?to the various courses of instruction and to the finished specimens of artificial manufacture, as well as of the higher operations in dental surgery, of those who are deemed worthy to receive the diploma of the college.
The necessity which has made this duty at this time imper- If these several branches are not in this school and should not be in others as perfectly taught as they might be, the fault lies not in the system, but in the teachers, or may be with the students, and yet with the most perfect teaching and best students it is declared to be a one-third system. We will, therefore, for a moment, examine the justice of this remark, and bring in as evidence the labors of those who have given the highest dignity and the highest character to our profession. 
